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THE OUTBACK ISyour stage
Bus 4x4 offers 4WD motorhomes to adrenaline-seeking 

grey nomads who also want some comfort to boot 
WORDS PETER QUILTY PICS SUPPLIED

Australia is a land of 
the Outback, the vast 
unpopulated and arid 
area deeply ingrained in 

its heritage, culture, history and 
folklore. It is a dream of every 
seasoned traveller to take the road 
less travelled. Places such as Cape 
York, Gibb River Road, Gunbarrel 
Highway or Inskip Point give an 
adrenaline rush to any Aussie 
traveller seeking to traverse this 
wide land.

But how to do it in comfort is 
the ‘sixty-four thousand dollar 
question’ put to Brisbane-based 
builder Bus 4x4 everyday by 
prospective customers.

PEOPLE MOVER
Bus 4x4 is a secondary stage 
manufacturer of 4x4 people mover 
vehicles, converting Full Time 4x4 
on Toyota Coasters and Toyota 
Hiace SLWB (Super Long Wheel 
Base) Commuters. The company 
also builds the popular Iveco Daily 
4x4 single-body bus, which is now 
the preferred mode of transport 
in its category by the mining and 
tourism industry in Australia. 

Bus 4x4 has cut its teeth – 
literally – in the Australian mining 
environment and in the words of 
Allan Whiting, Australia’s foremost 
4x4 authority, he cannot think of a 
tougher place to learn what works, 

and what doesn’t, because drivers 
of mining company equipment 
aren’t exactly noted for their loving 
care of machinery!

4x4 Motorhomes is a division of 
Bus 4x4, which offers motorhome 
shell options on Toyota Coasters, 
Toyota Hiace Commuters and 
Iveco Daily vehicles. Bus 4x4 does 
not build interior fitouts, instead 
offering customers the choice from 
a recommended contractor list or 
their own.

Toyota Hiace Commuters and 
Toyota Coasters are one of the most 
popular vehicles for motorhome 
conversions in Australia. Bus 
4x4 converts these models from 

two-wheel drive (2WD) to a Full 
Time 4x4 (4WD) with High Low 
Range through in-house designed 
technology using majority Toyota 
parts. The 4x4 conversion includes 
adding an Independent Front 
Suspension, a lift-kit to the front 
and rear suspensions and Toyota 
differentials which get their drive 
from an AWD transfer case. The 
Full Time 4x4 eliminates the need 
to engage free-wheeling hubs to get 
off the road. Bus 4x4 also modifies 
the braking system to accommodate 
the front drive axles. Fuel tanks 
can also be upgraded for increased 
fuel capacity, but for grey nomads, 
it is a balance between increasing 
fuel storage over water tanks. In 
most cases, water tanks win the 
argument.

OH, WHAT A FEELING!
Bus 4x4 uses the Prado transfer 
case for the Hiace Commuter while 
the Coaster kit is based on the 
LandCruiser. Also on offer is a High 
Lift 2WD Coaster model, albeit without 
the 4WD conversion for anyone who 
only want a higher ground clearance 
to get off the bitumen.

Currently Bus 4x4 converts only 
the Hiace SLWB Commuter and 

Coaster into 4x4, but is working 
on developing a new 4x4 kit to the 
recently launched Hiace Commuter 
300 Series.

Bus 4x4 also offers external 
modifications such as motorhome 
windows and door, roof racks, 
drawer fridge, barbecue and storage 
options. The addition of all-terrain 
tyres increases ground clearance 
while the super single wheels in the 
Toyota Coaster can raise the vehicle 
to a whopping 295mm.

In 2017, Bus 4x4 built a slide-out 
on the 70 Series Toyota Coaster, 
which I’m told is the first of its kind 
in the world. It is evident that Toyota 
reliability combined with the Bus 
4x4 4WD conversion capability puts 
these vehicles head and shoulders 
over other competitors in Australia.

Bus 4x4 has converted a 
combined total of 400 vehicles to 
four-wheel drive across mining, 
tour and motorhome customers. 
It also exports overseas having 
supplied Coaster 4x4 Kits to the 
Middle East, Africa, Latin America 
and the Dominican Republic.

In addition to the above, Bus 4x4 
offers a motorhome shell on the 
rugged Iveco Daily as an extension 
of its bus build. Unlike other 

manufacturers who offer a pod 
on the chassis, Bus 4x4 builds a 
single-body walkthrough shell which 
has been engineered to withstand 
the rolls and twists of 4x4 driving. A 
slide-out to maximise space is also 
offered in addition to other options 
such as external storage, super 
single wheels, rear spare wheel 
ramp and others.

Bus 4x4 will be soon launching 
the Slovakian-built Torsus 
Praetorian Motorhome in Australia 
as an authorised distributor. The 
Torsus is built on a MAN chassis 
and powered by a 6.9 litre MAN 
engine with 925Nm torque. It has 
a whopping ground clearance of 
400mm and is used by extreme 
offroad companies and militaries 
in Europe. The motorhome version 
will have an amazing internal 
space which can be configured by 
different layouts and options.

Whatever be your dream; from 
challenging 4WD adventures, to 
driving up rugged peaks or going 
down spectacular gorges, Bus 4x4 
can offer you a 4WD motorhome that 
can go anywhere. Judging from the 
increasing number of grey nomads 
who want to go bush, this seems to 
be working well for them.  

Clockwise from top: Iveco Daily 4x4 Motorhome; Bus 4x4 Motorhome Conversion of Toyota Coaster with slide-out; Bus 4x4 Campervan Conversion of Toyota 
Hiace Commuter; Torsus Praetorian Overlander 4WD Motorhome 

Above: Iveco Daily 4x4 Motorhome (Superseded Cab Chassis)  
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